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This great female sovereign died in the seventieth yea,i of her
age, and the forty-f ourth of her reign, March 24, on the eve of
the festival of the An.nuncia.tion, called Lady day.

Queen Elizabeth was most royally interred in Westminster
abbey, on the 28th of April, 1603. "At which time/' says old
Stowe, " the city of Westminster was surcharged with multitudes
of all sorts of people, in the streets, houses, windows, leads, and
gutters, who came to see the obsequy. And when they beheld
her statue, or effigy, lying on the coffin, set forth in royal robes,
having a crown upon the head thereof, and a hall and a sceptre
in either hand, there was such a general sighing, groaning, and
weeping, as the like hath not been seen or known in the memory
of man; neither doth any history mention any people, time, or
state, to make like lamentation for the death of their sovereign."
The funereal statue which, by its close resemblance to their
deceased sovereign, moved the sensibility of the loyal and excitable
portion of the spectators at her obsequies in this powerful manner,
was no other than the faded wax-work effigy of queen Elizabeth,
preserved in that little mysterious cell of Westminster abbey
called the wax-work chamber, for the sight of which an additional
sixpence was formerly extorted from the visitors to that venerable
fane 1

Elizabeth was interred in the same grave with her sister and
predecessor in the regal office, Mary Tudor. Her successor, king
James I., has left a lasting evidence of his good taste and good
feeling, in tbe noble monument he erected to her memory in
Westminster abbey. Her recumbent e'ffigy reposes beneath a
stately canopy on a slab of p\u*e white marble, which is supported
by four lions. Her head rests on tasselled attd embroidered
cushions, her feet on a couchant lion. She is mantled in her
royal robes, lined with ermine, and attired in farthingale and
ruff, but there is almost a classical absence of ornarneDt in her
dress. Her closely-curled hair is covered with a very simple cap,
though of the regal form, but she has no crown, and the aceptre
has been broken from, her hand; so has the cross from the
imperial orb, which she holds in the other/ Queen Elizabeth was
the last sovereign of tliis country to whom a monument has been
given, and one of the few whose glory required it not.